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Organizational History

Research in African Literatures, founded in 1970 as a semi-annual publication and
expanded in 1980 to a quarterly publication, is the central scholarly forum for discussion
of modern African literature, oral traditions and folklore, poetry, and literary criticism.
Contributors have included Albert Gerard, Alan Paton, Chinua Achebe, Gerald Moore,
Donatus I. Nwoga, Romanus Egudu, Dennis Brutus, Wilson Harris, and Ezekiel
Mphahlele. Scholars such as William Bascom, Daniel J. Crowley, Alan Dundes, Richard
M. Dorson, Roger D. Abrahams, and John F. Szwed have led an examination of the
African roots of American folklore. Also provided are accounts of research in progress,
university literature programs, and reports from libraries and archives. Special issues
focus on particular topics of interest, such as the concept of national literature, Soviet
scholarship on African literatures, Black South African literature since 1976, African
song, West African popular culture, and African folklore in the New World. RAL also
provides lists of theses and dissertations, conference reports, and book reviews.

RAL is an official publication of the African Literature Association and the African
Literatures Division of the Modern Language Association. It was edited by Bernth
Lindfors, Professor of English, of The University of Texas at Austin through Vol. 20,
No. 4, Winter 1989, and was published by the University of Texas Press. The final issue
under Lindfors's direction is a complete index of the journal to date. With Vol. 21, No. 1,
Spring 1990, the editorship was assumed by Richard Bjornson at Ohio State University,
and RAL is now published by Indiana University Press.
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I. General Correspondence, ca. 1968-1988 (25 boxes)

Aaa-Abimbola Box 1
Abrahams, Cecil-Ottilie
Abrahams, Roger-Abrash, Barbara
Accad, Evelyne

Acd-Ach

Achebe, Chinua

Ach-Acquah, Kobena

Adaa-Adal

Adam, Ian

Adam-Adams, Peggy
Adb-Adebowole

Adedeji, Joel

Adee-Adel

Adef-Adz

Adelugba, Dapo and Firinne
Aden-Adew

Ae

Afa-Afz

Aga-Aiz

Aizenberg, Edna

Aja-Akz Box 2
Ala-Alc

Alcock, Peter
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Ald-All
Alm-Alq
Alr-Alz
Ama-Amb
Amc-Amz
Ana-Ane
Anf-Anoy
Anozie, Sunday
Anp-Any
Anyh-Anz
Anyidoho, Kofi
Aoa-Aoz
Apa-Apz
Ara-Arm
Armstrong, James
Armstrong, Robert G.
Armstrong, Robert P.
Arna-Arno
Arnold, A-R
Arnold, Steve
Aro-Arz
Asa-Ash Box 3
Asi-Asn
Aso-Ass

Associations-A
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Ast-Asx

Ata-Atz

Aua-Auz

Ava-Avz

Awa-Awo

Awoonor, Kofi
Awp-Awz

Axa-Axz

Aya-Ayz

Aza-Azz

Baa-Bai

Bak

Bal-Bam

Ban-Barj

Bark-Barn

Barkan, Sandy

Barnett, Ursula
Baro-Basb

Basc-Basz

Bascom, Berta-William
Bea-Bee Box 4
Beard, Linda

Beeton, Douglas Ridley

Bef-Beo
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Bej-Bem
Ben-Amos, Dan
1986-87
1983-85
1982
1980-81
1978-79
1975-77
1969-74
Bena-Benz
Beo-Bep
Bera-Berm
Bern-Berq
Berr-Berz
Berrian, Brenda
Bes-Bez
Bfa-Bhz Box 5
Bia-Bid
Bie
Bif-Bir
Bisa-Bisg
Bish
Bishop, Norma-Rand
Bisi-Biz

Bja-Bjn
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Bjo-Bjz

Bjornson, Richard
1981-87
1971-80

Bka-Bkz

Bla-Blz

Boa-Boo

Bor-Bou

Bov-Boz

Bra-Brd

Bre

Brf-Bri

Brj-Brn

Bro

Brp-Brt

Brua-Brum Box 6

Bruna-Brunz

Bruner, Charlotte

Bruta-Brutt

Brutus, Dennis

Brutv-Brzz

Buaa-Burm

Burn

Burp-Burz
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Bus-Buz
Bva-Bzz
Conference

1987

1985

1983

1973-82
Caa-Cah
Cai-Cal
Cailler, Bernadette
Cam-Cap
Car
Cas-Caz
Cba-Cdz
Cea-Cgz
Chaa-Cham
Chan-Chaz
Chb-Che
Chf-Chi
Chj-Chz
Cia-Ciz
Clark, Austin Box 7
Clark, Ebon-J. P.
Clark, Peter

Clas-Claz
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Clb-Clz

Coa
Coba-Cobg
Cobham-Sander, Rhonda
Cobi-Cobz
Coc-Cod
Coea-Coes
Coetzee, John
Coeu-Coez
Cof-Cok

Col

Collins, Camilla
Collins, Harold
Com-Con

Coo

Cop
Copa-Copk
Coplan, David
Cor

Cos-Cot

Cou
Coua-Couy
Couzens, Tim

Cov-Coz
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Cpa-Cpa
Cra-Crd
Cre
Crf-Crn
Croa-Cror
Crossey, John M. D.
Crot-Crov
Crow
Crowell, Jesse
Crowley, Daniel
Crown Publishers
Crox-Croz
Crp-Crz Box 8
Csa-Csz
Cta-Ctz
Cua-Cum
Cun
Cuo-Cuq
Cur
Cus-Cuz
Cva-Czz
Daa-Daj
Dak-Dal
Dal-Dam
Dan-Das
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Dat-Dau
Dava-Dave
Davt-Davz
Daw-Daz
Dba-Ddz
Dea-Dec
Ded-De;j
Dek-Den
Deo-Dez
Dfa-Dhz
Dia-Dic
Did-Dil
Dim-Dip
Dio-Diz
Dja-Dnz
Doa-Doc

Dod

Doe-Dol
Dom-Doq
Dorkenoo, Tom
Dorsey, D.-Dorsinville, M.
Dorson, Richard M.
Dorvyl, G.

Dos-Doz
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Dpa-Dqz
Dra
Drb-Drd
Dre-Drh
Dri
Drj-Drz
Dsa-Dtz
Dua-Dud
Due
Duf
Dug-Dul
Dum
Dun
Duo-Duz
Dya-Dzz
Eaa-Eas Box 9
Eastman, Carol
Eat-Eaz
Eba-Ecz
Eda-Edv
Edwards, Elizabeth-Vivian
Efa-Efz
Ega-Egz
Eh-Ej
Eka-Ekn
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Eko, Ebele
Ekoa-Ekz
Ela-Elh

Eli-Elz
Elimimian, Isaac
Ema-Eme
Emenyonu, Ernest
Emf-Emz

En-Es

Et-Ez

Faa-Fab
Fac-Fag

Fah-Fai
Faj-Fam
Fan-Farma
Farmer, David
Farmf-Faz
Fb-Feb

Fec-Fei

Fej-Fel
Fem-Feq
Fera-Ferm
Fernandez, James

Fero-Fet
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Feu-Fidn
Feuser, W.

Fido, Elaine Box 10
Fidp-Figt
Figueroa, John
Figv-Find
Fine-Finz
Fio-Fis

Fit-Fiz

Fj-Fl

Fm-Fok
Fol-Fom
Fona-Fonz
Foo-For
Fosa-Foster
Fot-Foz
Fp-Fra
Frb-Frez
Frf-Fri
Friedmann
Frj-Fro
Frp-Frz
Fs-Fur
Furniss, Graham
Furo-Fz
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Gaa-Gad
Gae-Gag
Gah-Gai
Gaj-Gak
Gal-Gam
Gan-Gap
Gag-Gas
Gat-Gau
Gav-Gaz
Gb-Gd
Gea-Gec
Ged-Gel
Gem-Ger
Gerard, Albert Box 11
1988
1987
1985-86
1984
1982-83
1981
1979-80
1978
1976-77

1974-75
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1972-73
1960s-71

Ges-Gez
Gf-Gh
Gia-Gibaldi, Joseph
Gib
Gibbs, James
1987-88
1985 -86
1984
1983
1981-82
1980
1970s
Gic-Gif
Gif-Gij
Gik-Gil
Gim-Gip
Giqg-Git
Giu-Giz
Gj-Gla
Gle-Gli
Glo-Glz
Gm-Goa Box 12
Gob-Goe
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Gof-Gok
Gol-Goo
Gop-Gor
Gorog-Karady, Veronika
Gos-Got
Gou-Gow
Gowda-Goz
Gp-Gran
Granqvist
Grao-Grap
Grag-Grax
Gray-Graz
Grea-Gree
Green, Jeff
Green, Robert J.
Green, Sue
Greenstein-Greez
Gref-Greg
Greh-Grez
Gria-Grif
Grig-Grin
Grio-Griz
Gro-Grz

Gs-Gt
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Gua -Gug
Gugelberger, George M.
Guh-Gum
Gun-Gus
Gut-Gz
Haa-Hal Box 13
Hale, Thomas
Ham-Haq
Har-Haz
Haring, Lee
Harris, Wilson
Hb-Hd
Heywood, Christopher
Hi-Hn Box 14
Ho-Ht
House, Amelia
Hu-Hz
Huggins, Nathan
la-Ti
Ij-lo
Ip-Is
It-1z
Jaa-Jaz
Jb-Ji
Jj-Jo
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Johnson, Jane

Johnson, Lemuel
Johnson, John William
Jones, Eldred D.

Jp-Jz Box 15
Jules-Rosette, Bennetta
Kaa-Kaz

Kb-Ke

Kennedy, Ellen Conroy
Kennedy, Jean

Kern

Kerr, Susan

Kf-Kk

Killam, G. D.

King, Bruce

Kl1-Kn

Klima, Vladimir
Knipp, Thomas

Ko-Kt

Konrad, Zinta

Ku-Kz Box 16
Kunene, Daniel
Kunene, Mazisi

Kuse, Wandile
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Laa-Lah
Lai-Lam
Lan-Lap
Lag-Las
Lat-Laz
Lb-Le
Lf-Li
Liyong, Taban lo
Lj-Lo
Lp-Lu
Lubin, Maurice
Lv-Lz
Maa-Mad
Mc
McCarthy, Kathleen
McCartney, Barney
McDowell, Bob Box 17
MacGaffey, Wyatt
Mae-Mah
Mai-Mal
Mam-Mao
Map-Mar
Mas-Mau
Masilela, Ntongela
Mathabela, Ernest
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Mav-Maz

Mb-Me

Meserole, Harrison
Mf-Mi

Michelman, Fredric
Miller, Carol
Mj-Mn

Mj-Mo

Mo

Modum, Egbuna
Moore, Gerald
Moser, Gerald
Mp-Ms Box 18
Mphahlele, Ezekiel
Mt-Mz

Munro, Ian
Naa-Nam
Nan-Naz

Nazareth, Peter
Nb-Nd

Ne-Nf

Ng-Ni

Niven, Alastair

Nj-Nm
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Nn-Np
Noss, Philip
Ng-Nt
Nu-Nz
Nwoga, Donatus
Oa-Obz
Obichere, Boniface 1.
Obichina, Emmanuel
Oca-Ocz
Oda-Odz
Oe-Of
Oga-Ogz
Ogundipe, Molara
Ogungbesan, Kolawole
Ogunmola, Ajayi
Oha-Ohz
0i-0Oj
Ojo-Ade, Femi
Oka-Okz
Okafor, Dubem
Okam, Hilary
Okenimkpe, Michael
Okike
Okoye, Felix
Okpewho, Isidore

22
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Box 19
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Okwu, Edward
Ol-Om

Olabimtan, Ofolabi
Olafioye, Tayo
Olajubu, Oludare
Omeara, Patrick
Omotoso, Kole
On-Op Box 20
Opland, Jeff
0q-Os

Osa, Osayimwense
Ota-Otz

Ottenberg, Simon
Ou-Ov

Owa-Owz
Owomoyela, Oyekan
0Ox-Oz

Paa-Paz

Paolucci, Anne
Parker, Carolyn
Pb-Pe

Pf-Ph

Pi-Pn

Po-Pt
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Polome, Edgar
Priebe, Richard K.
Pu-Pz
Qaa-Qaz Box 21
Qb-Qm
Qn-Qt
Qu-Qz
Raa-Raz
Rb-Re
Rf-Rn
Ricard, Alain Extent: (2 folders)
Richardson, Irvine
Rive, Richard
Robertson, Robert T.
Rollins, Jack D.
Rostow, Elspeth
Rouse
Ru-Rz
Rubadiri, David
Rutherford, Anna
Saa-Sah Box 22
Sai-Sal
Salkey, Andrew
Sam-Sao
Sander, Reinhard
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Sandlin, Marilyn
Sap-Sar

Sas-Sau

Sav-Saz

Sb-Se

Scheub, Harold
Schild, Ulla
Schipper, Mineke
Schimdt, Nancy
Sellin, Eric
St-Si

Siebel, Elmar
Sj-So Box 23
Smith, Rowland
Snyder, Emile
Sp-Ss

St-Sz

Taa-Tam
Tan-Taz

Tb-Td

Te-Tf

Tg-Ti

Tj-Tm

Tn-Tp

25
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Tq-Tt
Tu-Tz
Uaa-Uam Box 24
Uan-Uaz
Uba-Ubm
Ubn-Ubz
Uca-Ucm
Ucn-Ucz
Uda-Udz
Ue-Uf
Uga-Ugz
Uh-Um
Un-Us
Ut-Uz
Va-Vd
Ve-Vh
Vi-Vn
Vo-Vt
Vu-Vz
Wa-Wd
Wade, Michael
Warren, Mike
Waters, Harold
Wauthier, Claude
We-Wh

26
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Wi-Wn

Wieck, Carl
Wilson, Richard
Wo-Wt Box 25
Wolitz, Seth
Wren, Robert
Wu-Wz

Xa-Xz

Ya-Yd

Ye-Yh

Yi-Yn

Yo-Yt

Yu-Yz

Za-7z

Zell, Hans

27
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I1. Chronological Files, ca. 1966-1990 (29 boxes)

1966 Pending Box 26
1968-72 Correspondence
Armstrong, Robert P. Box 26
Bascom, William
Beier, Ulli
Ben-Amos, Dan
Bullock, Henry
Collins, Harold
Crowley, Daniel J.
Dressler, Peter
Furay, Michael
Gerard, Albert
Irele, Abiola
Jahn, Janheinz
Tour - Finished
Klima, Vladimir
Kunene, Daniel Box 27
Larson, Charles Raymond
Litto, Fred
Moore, Gerald
Msangi, Francis
Nwoga, Donatus

Okpaku, Joseph

28
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Paricsy, Paul J.
Povey, John
Schmidt, Nancy J.
Tucker, Martin
Updike, John
Weinstock, Donald J.
Wolitz, Seth
Zell, Hans M.
1969-70 Mss revisions asked
1969-75 Copyright registration and forms
1970
Armstrong, Robert Plant
Art work
Cost estimate
Exchanges
Publicity
Publicity blurb
Subscription forms
Unused abstracts
1971
Armstrong & Brutus occasional publications
Changes of addresss
Conference duds
Funding application
Occasional publications

29
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Box 28

Box 28

Box 29
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Armstrong
Brutus
1972 Box 30
Journal work
New addresses
New master list
Master address list
1973
Book orders Box 30
Book orders before 1974
Book reviews 1973
Conch Magazine, Ltd.
Conferences
Clarke, Austin
General correspondence
Inquiries
Changes of address
Individuals
Miscellaneous Box 31
Reminders
Exchanges
Advertising
Libraries

Miscellaneous orders
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Non subscribers
Paid, 1973-74
Recorded exchanges
Recorded free subscribers
Recorded library subscribers
Recorded subscribers
Research in progress
Subscription renewals
Renewals, libraries
Miscellaneous
UT Press Box 32
Account statements
Inventory list
1974
Acceptance/rejection of submitted material
Ad exchange
Conferences
Correspondence pertaining to MLA
Exchanges
Free American subscribers
Lindfors book orders (personal copies)
Lindfors personal correspondence
Miscellaneous UT affairs
Paid, 1974-75
Requests for review copies of books
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Requests for reviews
Responses to inquiries, requests from subscribers
? and miscellaneous
1975 Box 33
Acceptance/rejection of material
Ad exchange
Book orders for review copies
Book review requests
Conference, ALA, Evanston, March 10-13
Exchanges
Inquiries for subscriptions
Miscellaneous
Subscription concerns
1976
Acceptance/rejection of material
Advertisement rates
Book orders
Book reviews
Correspondence
Miscellaneous
University
Exchanges
Forms

Inquiries for subscriptions

32



Research in African Literatures (Bernth Lindfors, editor) Manuscript Collection MS-03497
Issues
1977 Box 34
Accept/reject
Book orders
Book reviews
Correspondence
Miscellaneous
Press
Subscriptions
University correspondence
1978 Box 35
Book orders
Book reviews
1979 Box 36
Book orders
Book reviews
Correspondence
K
1979-80
Correspondence
I-J Box 37

K

33
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O

P-Q Box 38

XYZ
1981-83 Box 39
Financial reports
1982-83
Correspondence
I-] Box 39

K

o z z r

)-U

Q-R Box 40

U-V

34
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XYZ
Correspondence with Ben in London
1983-84
Correspondence
A Box 41
B
C
D

E-F

H Box 42

o z z r

)-U

Q-R Box 43

uU-v
XYZ
1984
Book review request forms

35



Research in African Literatures (Bernth Lindfors, editor) Manuscript Collection MS-03497

Conferences
Correspondence
Miscellaneous
Form letters
Subscriptions
1984-85
Correspondence

1 Box 44

J

—

o zZz £

Box 45

o

XYZ

1986

Review

1986-87

36
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Correspondence
I Box 46

J

U 0 Z Z

~ QO

Box 47

5]

< % g2 < c A

N

1987-88
Correspondence

P Box 48

Q
R

5]
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< X £ < c =

N

ALA Conference Box 49
Index
Revisions requested

1988 Box 50
Accepted
Book reviewers (database of)
Funds

1988-89

Correspondence

A Box 51

o O w

T

H Box 52

38
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I

J

o

o z z

Box 53

»w ™ O

< X £ < c =+

N

1989-90 Box 54
Correspondence

Unfiled

39
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II1. Research in African Literatures (issues), ca. 1970-1989 (32 boxes, 1 oversize
box)

Issue schedule Box 55

Tables of contents

Vol. I

No. 1 Box 55

Nos. 1 &2 Box 56
Vol. II

No. 1 Box 56

No. 2 Box 57
Vol. III

No. 1 Box 58

Nos. 1 &2 Box 59

No. 2 Box 60
Vol. IV

No. 1 Box 60

No. 1 Box 61

No. 2 Box 62
Vol. V

No. 1 Box 62

No. 1 Box 63

Nos. 1 &2 Box 64
Vol. VI

Nos. 1 &2 Box 65

No. 2 Box 66

40



Research in African Literatures (Bernth Lindfors, editor) Manuscript Collection MS-03497

Vol. VII

No. 1 Box 66

No. 2 Box 67
Vol. VIII

Nos. 1 &2 Box 68

Nos. 2 & 3 Box 69
Vol. IX

No. 1 Box 69

Nos. 2 & 3 Box 70
Vol. X

Nos. 1, 2, &3 Box 71

Nos. 2 & 3 Box 72
Vol. XI

Nos. 1 &2 Box 73

Nos. 2 & 3 Box 74
Vol. XII

Nos. 1,2, &3 Box 74

No. 4 Box 75
Vol. XIII

No.1 Box 75

Nos. 2,3, &4 Box 76
Vol. XIV

No. 1 Box 76

Nos. 1 &2 Box 77

41
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No. 3 Box 78
No. 4 Box 79
Vol. XV
No. 1 Box 79
Nos.3 & 4 Box 80
Vol. XVI
Nos. 1 &2 Box 80
No. 3 Box 81
Vol. XVII
No. 4
Vol. XX
No 1 Box 81
Nos. 2 & 3 Box 82

Occasional publications

Armstrong, Robert Plant. Forms and Processes of African Sculpture, 1970 Bg;
Bascom, William. Shango in the New World, 1972
Jahn, Janheinz. Leo Frobenius: The Demonaic Child, 1974. Bg;{
Priebe, Richard. Checklist of South African Manuscripts in the HRHRC, 1972
Extent: (2 folders)

Dissertation abstracts

Dissertations Extent: (2 folders)
Munro, [an M. George Lanning: In the Castle of My Skin, 1953.

Miscellaneous manuscripts Box 84

Bjornson, R. L'Evolution du Concept de Litterature Nationale en Afrique.

42
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Current issues: contents, contributors, artwork
Discard mss
Dead mss
Dead mss Box 85
Miscellaneous mss Extent: (2 folders)
Old versions
Pending Box 86
Pending revisions
Revised
Revisions requested
Russian papers
Used mss
Women

Artwork (*removed to Oversize, Box 96) Box *
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IV. Subject Files, ca. 1970-1989 (9 boxes)

Address lists, 1984-85 Box 87
African Literature Association, 1979-84
Address list, 1979
African Studies programs, 1980-82
Association of African Studies Programs, 1980
African University Library Project, 1988-89
Book orders, 1981-84 Box 88
Book review correspondence, A-Z, 1985-86
Book review records, 1984-88 Box 89
Book reviews (miscellaneous), 1978-83 Box 90
Catalogs, ca. 1980-88
Catalogs, ca. 1981-84 Box 91
Editorial job, nd
Editorial assistant job, 1981-86
English Department, 1981-83
Exchange agreement inquiries, 1981-83
Fellowships, 1979-85
Forms Extent: (4 folders)
Fulbright program, 1981 Box 92
Issues in press, 1982-89
Jobs (not UT Austin), 1980-82
Manuscripts received ledger, 1970-88

Miscellaneous museum reports, 1972-74

44
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Miscellaneous papers inherited from David and Fiona, ca. 1987-88
National literatures, ca. 1986
NEH, 1982-83
NEH (Lindfors), 1989
New journals, 1981-82
Promotions, 1980-81 Box 93
Publishers' addresses, nd
Resource list--African scholars, 1982
Review copy requests, 1980-84
Research in African Literatures
Finances, 1974-75 Box 93
Reviews of, ca. 1972-74
Subscription inquiries, 1980-83
Subscription printouts, 1979-84
Subscription printouts, 1981-82, 1986-88 Box 94
Subscription requests, 1970-72
Subscription statistics (as of fall 1979)
Student applicants, 1976-83 Box 95
Texas Africanists Association, 1980
Typesetting information and specifications, ca. 1979-83
UT Press correspondence
1981-84
1977-80
Odds and ends
Extra brochures
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Oversize Box 96
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