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Biographical Sketch

Born in the Bronx, New York on 21 August 1931, Matthew J. Bruccoli earned a
bachelor’s degree from Yale University, and went on to the University of Virginia for
graduate work. He earned a doctorate there in 1960. Bruccoli taught at the University of
Virginia and Ohio State University before joining the English department at the
University of South Carolina, where he remained for the rest of his career. A Fitzgerald
scholar, Bruccoli published Some Sort of Epic Grandeur: The Life of F. Scott Fitzgerald
in 1981 and edited many of Fitzgerald’s works. In addition to his research on Fitzgerald,
Bruccoli studied and published works on Ernest Hemingway, John O’Hara, James Gould
Cozzens, and Ross Macdonald. Bruccoli also founded and served as president of
Bruccoli Clark Layman, a company that produces reference works, including the
Dictionary of Literary Biography. Bruccoli died on 4 June 2008. 

Scope and Contents

The Matthew J. Bruccoli Papers contain correspondence, interviews, and research on
authors who appear in the Dictionary of Literary Biography or separate biographies
produced by Bruccoli Clark Layman. The collection also includes drafts of novels,
essays, and articles, as well as publicity materials for new publications and exhibitions.
The collection is divided into four series: Series I. Bruccoli Clark Layman, 1916-2008;
Series II. Bound Proofs, 1974-2000; Series III. "The Great War" Exhibitions, 1993-1997;
Series IV. Materials Removed From Bound Volumes. Most of the collection is arranged
alphabetically, but Series IV is arranged by call number.

Series I. Bruccoli Clark Layman is the largest series and contains some of Bruccoli’s
files from Bruccoli Clark Layman (BCL). The majority of the files are authors’ files, and
contain correspondence, biographical essay drafts, bibliographies, interviews, and
research material for authors who appear in the Dictionary of Literary Biography. Some
of the correspondence is with writers who were composing biographical essays on fellow
authors, but much of the correspondence is with writers who were being profiled. Many
essay drafts have corrections and comments from the subjects. Some authors also
published separate monographs with BCL, or were the subjects of standalone
biographies. Bruccoli maintained extensive files on Nicholson Baker, F. Scott
Fitzgerald, Alan Furst, and John le Carré.

Series II. Bound Proofs contains bound proofs and boxed page proofs for several novels.
Two, The Devil’s Hand, by Edith Summers Kelley and The Flesh is Heir, by Lincoln
Kirstein, are part of Lost American Fiction, a series Bruccoli edited. The others are
proofs sent to Bruccoli for review, or are copies he purchased as part of his collection.

Series III. "The Great War" Exhibitions includes materials from two exhibitions of the
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Series III. "The Great War" Exhibitions includes materials from two exhibitions of the
Joseph M. Bruccoli Great War Collection. Bruccoli collected published materials,
posters, music, manuscripts, ephemera, photographs, and movies to form a research
collection for the study of World War I. He donated the collection to the University of
Virginia in memory of his father, Joseph Bruccoli (1892?-1965). The University of
Virginia exhibited some of the material in 1993, and loaned part of the collection to the
University of South Carolina for another exhibition in 1997.

Series IV. Materials Removed from Bound Volumes primarily consists of receipts, sales
slips, and shipping receipts found inside published and bound volumes that were
transferred to the Ransom Center Library and catalogued separately. Occasionally
Bruccoli left correspondence or notes inside volumes, and in a few cases copies of that
correspondence were placed in the Authors’ Files during processing and clearly marked
as having come from a bound volume. Bruccoli purchased many of the books for his
collection; others were gifts from the authors or subjects of the volumes. This material is
arranged by the call numbers of the volumes as assigned by Ransom Center catalogers
and published in the library catalog. 

Separated Material

1057 bound volumes were transferred to the Ransom Center library. Items included
copies of books written or edited by Bruccoli, published by Bruccoli Clark Layman, as
well as items collected by Bruccoli in the course of his research.

Sound Recordings were transferred to the Ransom Center's Sound Recording collection
and are described individually in a list at the end of this finding aid and in a searchable
database

Two VHS cassettes, both containing Nicholson Baker interviews, were transferred to the
Ransom Center’s Moving Image Collection.
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Series I. Bruccoli Clark Layman, 1916-2008 

Authors’ Files 

Aardema, Verna, 1960-1969 Container 1.1 

Abell, Aaron, 1960-1961 Container 1.2 

Aczel, Tamas, 1967 Container 1.3 

Acheson, Patricia, 1957-1962 Container 1.4 

Abbott, Bernie, 1939-1965 Container 1.5 

Albee, Edward, 1990 Container 1.6 

Allbeury, Ted, 1989 Container 1.7 

Ambler, Eric, 1981 Container 1.8 

Auster, Paul, 1996, 2000 Container 1.9 

Bagley, Desmond, 1989 Container 1.10 

Baker, Nicholson 

American Newspaper Repository, 2001 Container 1.11 

Biographical information, undated Container 1.12 

Correspondence, 2000-2001, 2008 Container 1.13 

Dictionary of Literary Biography interview, 2001 Container 1.14 

Newspaper clippings, 1996-2008 Container 1.15-1.16 

Newspaper clippings (oversize), 1998-2008 Container osb 1 

Magazine clippings, 1994-2008 Container 1.17-2.1 

Photograph, undated Container 2.2 

Profiles, 2000-2006 Container 2.3 

Posters (oversize), undated Container osb 1 

Publicity, 1996-2003 Container 2.4 
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Reactions to Double Fold, 2001 Container 2.5 

Reviews from online journals, 2001-2004 Container 2.6 

Barth, John, 1978-1980 Container 2.7 

Berger, Thomas, 1978-1988 Container 2.8-2.9 

Bergonzi, Bernard, 1966 Container 2.10 

Boyle, T. C., 1997, 1999 Container 2.11 

Buckley, Christopher, 2002-2004 Container 2.12 

Burnshaw, Stanley, 1997-2002 Container 2.13 

Busch, Frederick, 1997-1998 Container 2.14 

Butler, Robert Olen 

Correspondence, 2006-2007 Container 2.15 

Severance, two proofs, undated Container 2.16 

Chayefsky, Paddy, 1980 Container 3.1 

Cheever, John, 1978-1981 Container 3.2 

Cody, Morrill, 1973 Container 3.3 

Collins, Michael (see Lynds, Dennis) 

Dexter, Colin, 1989 Container 3.4 

Dickinson, Peter Container 3.5 

Donleavy, J. P., 1980 Container 3.6 

Eco, Umberto, 2001 Container 3.7 

Eshleman, Clayton, 1980 Container 3.8 

Faust, Irvin, 2002, 2004 Container 3.9 

Feiffer, Jules, 1980 Container 3.10 

Ferlinghetti, Lawrence, 1979, 1982 Container 3.11 

Fiedler, Leslie, 1998 Container 3.12 
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Fitzgerald, F. Scott 

Ephemera, undated, 1967 Container 3.13 

Correspondence about, 1965-1978 Container 3.14 

Princeton University Triangle Club songbooks, 1914-1916 Container
3.15-3.17 

Weingart, Jerry collection (including letters from Frances Scott "Scottie"
Fitzgerald Lanahan), 1947-2003 

Container
3.18 

Fitzgerald, Zelda (see Perkins, Maxwell) 

Flanagan, Thomas, 2001 Container 3.19 

Fo, Dario, 1997 Container 3.20 

Follett, Ken, 1989 Container 3.21 

Ford, Charles Henri, 1979 Container 3.22 

Forsythe, Frederick, 1989 Container 3.23 

Fowles, John, 1994 Container 3.24 

Fox, William Price, undated Container 3.25 

Francis, Dick, 1989 Container 3.26 

Freeling, Nicolas, 1989 Container 3.27 

Fuchs, Daniel, 1989-1992 Container 3.28 

Furst, Alan 

Catalogs and bibliographies, 2002-2006 Container 4.1 

Correspondence, 2005-2006 Container 4.2 

Dictionary of Literary Biography, draft entry, 2005 Container 4.3 

Dictionary of Literary Biography interview, unedited first draft, 2001 Container
4.4 

Dictionary of Literary Biography interview, edited first draft, 2001 Container
4.5 
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Dictionary of Literary Biography interview, second draft, 2001 Container
4.6 

Dictionary of Literary Biography interview, third draft, 2001 Container
4.7 

Dictionary of Literary Biography interview, final draft, 2001 Container
4.8 

Harry Ransom Center newsletter ("Ransom News"), 2005 Container
4.9 

Interviews, undated, 2003 Container 4.10 

Newspaper clippings, 2001-2005 Container 4.11 

Newspaper clippings (oversize), 2001-2006 Container osb 1 

Magazine clippings, 1991-2007 Container 4.12-4.13 

"On Literary Biography" booklet, 2005 Container 4.14 

Publicity materials, 1999, 2002 Container 4.15 

Gaddis, William, 1978 Container 5.1 

Gardner, John, undated Container 5.2 

Green, Ashbel, 1983-1984 Container 5.3 

Greenfield, George, 1991-2000 Container 5.4 

Hare, David, 2000 Container 5.5 

Harker, Herbert, 1983-1984 Container 5.6 

Harris, Mark, 1979 Container 5.7 

Hawkes, John, 1980 Container 5.8 

Heaney, Seamus, 1984 Container 5.9 

Heller, Joseph (Understanding Joseph Heller), 1992-2001 Container
5.10 

Hellman, Lillian (Understanding Lillian Hellman), 1997 Container
5.11 

Hemingway, Ernest 
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Correspondence about, 1968-1977 Container 5.12 

Correspondence with Mary Hemingway, 1970-1977 Container
5.13 

Hersey, John, 1980, 1984 Container 5.14 

Household, Geoffrey, 1989 Container 5.15 

Irving, John, 2003 Container 5.16 

Ishiguro, Kazuo, 2006 Container 5.17 

Jakes, John, 2002-2004 Container 5.18 

James, P. D., 1989 Container 5.19 

Jones, James, 1974 Container 5.20 

Kaine, Kathleen, undated Container 5.21 

Keane, Molly, 1982 Container 5.22 

Kelley, Edith Summers 

The Devil’s Hand publicity material, 1974 Container 5.23 

Printed tribute, 1974 Container 5.24 

Kennedy, Richard S., 1991 Container 5.25 

Kennedy, William, 1989, 1994 Container 5.26 

Kinnell, Galway, 1989 Container 6.1 

Lardner, Ring, undated Container 6.2 

le Carré, John 

Booksellers’ catalogs, 1995-2008 Container 6.3-7.1 

Conversations with John le Carré, proof, 2004 Container
7.2-7.3 

Correspondence, undated, 1980-2005 Container 7.4 

George Smiley Goes Home, galley proof, undated Container 7.5 
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The Honorable Schoolboy, uncorrected proof, 1977 Container 7.6 

Literary magazines, 1966, 1999, 2002 Container 7.7 

The Looking Glass War, script, 1969 Container 8.1-8.2 

Magazine clippings, 1977-1999 Container 8.3 

Newspaper clippings, 1963-2008 Container 8.4-8.8 

Newspaper clippings (oversize), 1995-2008 Container osb 1 

"On Literary Biography" booklet (2 copies), 2005 Container 8.9 

Publicity materials, undated Container 9.1 

Publicity poster (signed), 1986 Container osf 

Published interviews, 1965-2002 Container 9.2-9.3 

Research materials Container 9.4-10.5 

Lessing, Doris, 1982 Container 10.6 

Levene, Sam, 1974 Container 10.7 

Lévi-Strauss, Claude, 2001 Container 10.8 

Loeb, Harold, 1972-1973 Container 10.9 

Loos, Anita, 1979 Container 10.10 

Lovesey, Peter, 1989 Container 10.11 

Lyall, Gavin, 1989 Container 10.12 

Lynds, Dennis, 1983 Container 10.13 

McCarry, Charles, 2004-2005 Container 10.14-10.15 

McCarthy, Mary, 1982 Container 10.16 

McCormack, Thomas, 1998 Container 10.17 

MacEwen, Gwendolyn, 1986 Container 10.18 

McGuane, Thomas, 1981, 1999 Container 10.19 

MacLeish, Archibald, 1979-1980 Container 10.20 
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Malamud, Bernard, 1984 Container 11.1 

Mailer, Norman, 1981, 1992 Container 11.2 

Mamet, David, 1980 Container 11.3 

Merkin, Richard, 1995 Container 11.4 

Merrill, James, 1981 Container 11.5 

Meserole, Harry, 1999 Container 11.6 

Middleton, Stanley, 2006 Container 11.7 

Milford, Nancy, 1963 Container 11.8 

Miller, Henry, 1979 Container 11.9 

Miller, Madelaine "Sunny" Hemingway, 1967-1975 Container
11.10 

Morley, Christopher, A Reader’s Report on John Mistletoe, 1931 Container
11.11 

Morris, Edmund, 2000 Container 11.12 

Morrison, Toni, 1980 Container 11.13 

Murdock, Iris, 1981 Container 11.14 

Nabokov, Vladimir, 1980, 1991 Container 11.15 

Nathan, Robert, undated Container 11.16 

O’Brien, Tim, 1995 Container 11.17 

O’Connor, Patrick, 2006-2007 Container 11.18 

O’Hara, Katharine, 1970-1974 Container 11.19 

Ozick, Cynthia, 1983, 2004 Container 11.20 

Percy, Walker, 1978, 1981-1982 Container 11.21 

Perkins, Maxwell, 1941 Container 11.22 

Petersen, Carl, 1983 Container 11.23 
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Pickering, Sam, 2006 Container 11.24 

Pinter, Harold, 2004 Container 11.25 

Podhoretz, Norman, 1997 Container 11.26 

Price, Richard, 2004 Container 11.27 

Raine, Kathleen, undated Container 11.28 

Ray, David, undated Container 11.29 

Ring, Frances K., 1991, 1993 Container 11.30 

Robinson, Derek, 2002-2004 Container 11.31 

Rushdie, Salman, 1981-1982 Container 11.32 

Scribner, Charles (Elder), 1975 Container 11.33 

Scribner, Charles (Younger), 1992 Container 11.34 

Saroyan, Aram, 1981-1983 Container 12.1 

Saroyan, William (see Saroyan, Aram) 

Schulberg, Budd, 1978-2004 Container 12.2 

Segal, Erich, 1982-1983 Container 12.3 

Shaw, Irwin, 1980, 1983 Container 12.4 

Sheean, Vincent, 1972 Container 12.5 

Shirer, William, 1976 Container 12.6 

Simenon, Georges, 1985 Container 12.7 

Singer, I. B., undated Container 12.8 

Spencer, Elizabeth, 2002 Container 12.9 

Spender, Stephen, 1983 Container 12.10 

Steinbeck, Elaine, 1976 Container 12.11 

Stuart, Jesse, 1976 Container 12.12 

Styron, William, 1978-1995 Container 12.13 
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Turow, Scott, 2004 Container 12.14 

Updike, John, 1978-2000 Container 12.15-12.16 

Vargas Llosa, Mario, undated Container 12.17 

Wainwright, John, 1982 Container 12.18 

Warren, Robert Penn, 1980-1981 Container 12.19 

Wambaugh, Joseph, 1980 Container 12.20 

Waugh, Auberon, 1998 Container 12.21 

White, Edmund, 2000 Container 12.22 

Will, George, 2001 Container 13.1 

Winter, Ella, 1970, 1976 Container 13.2 

Winterton, Paul, 1989 Container 13.3 

Woiwode, Larry, 1980 Container 13.4 

Wolfe, Tom 

Correspondence, 1981-1982, 1995 Container 13.5 

Research material, 1981 Container 13.6 

Yates, Richard, 1980-1983 Container 13.7 

Bookman’s Weekly, 14 June1993 Container 13.8 

"The Bruccoli Clark News", May 1978 Container 13.9 

Correspondence, 1967-2008 Container 13.10 

Photographs, 2004 Container 13.11 

Statement of Editorial Principles and Procedures, MLA, 1972 Container
13.12 
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Series II. Bound Proofs, 1974-2000 

Baker, Nicholson 

The Everlasting Story of Nory, edited page proofs, boxed, 1998 Container
13.13 

Kelley, Edith Summers 

The Devil’s Hand, 1974 Container 14.1 

Kirstein, Lincoln 

Flesh is Heir, 1975 Container 14.2 

le Carré, John 

The Constant Gardener, 2000 Container 14.3 

Our Game, 1994 Container 14.4 

Single and Single, audiobook script, boxed, undated Container 15.1 

Smiley’s People, 1979 Container 15.2 

Smiley’s People, 1979 Container 15.3 

The Tailor of Panama, 1996 Container 16.1 

The Tailor of Panama, 1996 Container 16.2 

The Tailor of Panama (uncorrected presentation copy), 1996 Container
16.3 

McCarry, Charles 

Lucky Bastard, 1998 Container 16.4 
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Series III. "The Great War Exhibitions,"1993-1997 

Bibliographies, undated Container 17.1-17.2 

Book catalogs, undated, 1994 Container 17.3 

Exhibition catalog, University of South Carolina, Thomas Cooper Library, 1997 Container
17.4 

Exhibition programs, University of Virginia, 1993 Container 17.5 

Posters, University of Virginia, 1993 Container osb 1 
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Series IV. Materials Removed From Bound Volumes 

Call numbers beginning with D-PG Container 18.1 

Call numbers beginning with PN-PR Container 18.2 

Call numbers beginning with PR Container 18.3-18.5 

Call numbers beginning with PS Container 19.1-19.3 

Call numbers beginning with PS-Z Container 19.4 
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Sound Recordings List

C 6096 : audiocassettes : Nicholson Baker on NPR
M 0305 : microcassettes : Interview with Alan Furst, Tape 1
M 0306 : microcassettes : Interview with Alan Furst, Tape 2

16

Bruccoli, Matthew J., 1931-2008  Manuscript Collection MS-05128


	Matthew J. Bruccoli: An Inventory of His Papers at the Harry Ransom Center
	Series I. Bruccoli Clark Layman, 1916-2008 
	Series II. Bound Proofs, 1974-2000 
	Series III. "The Great War
Exhibitions,"1993-1997 
	Series IV. Materials Removed From Bound Volumes  
	Sound Recordings List

