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Biographical Sketch

Christopher Robert Druce Pulling (born 1893) combined a successful career at Scotland
Yard with a lifelong interest in and enthusiasm for the stage. After retirement from
Scotland Yard, he became a lecturer on the history of Scotland Yard, Sherlock Holmes,
and Victorian and Edwardian music hall songs and singers. Pulling was also a successful
author. In addition to numerous works of fiction composed under the pseudonym
Christopher Druce, Pulling also wrote They Were Singing: And What They Sang About
(1952), a study on the influence of English social life upon the music hall.

Scope and Contents

The Christopher Robert Druce Pulling Collection, 1866-1967 (bulk 1894-1937), consists
of sheet music, scores, and songbooks that reflect popular music styles in the early
twentieth century. Manuscript sheet music for pieces with lyrics by Pulling is also
included. This collection also features programs, newspaper clippings, scrapbooks
including some with Pulling’s journal-style commentary, and other materials related
primarily to London music halls and concert parties. The collection is arranged in three
series: I. Scores and Sheet Music, circa 1894-1938; II. Programs, 1908-1937; and III.
Clippings, Scrapbooks, and Other Papers, 1866-1967.

Series I. Scores and Sheet Music consists of unbound and bound scores and sheet music,
songbooks, and one practice book. The unbound scores and songbooks are arranged
alphabetically by title. The bound scores are arranged chronologically by the date of the
bound volume. Pulling’s original title for each book, listed in single quotes, and the date
range of the material contained in each bound volume, in parenthesis, are included in the
container list.

Series II. Programs contains programs for various productions arranged chronologically
with a small amount of undated programs filed at the end.

Series III. Clippings, Scrapbooks, and Other Papers is made up of clippings, scrapbooks,
material on concert party planning, items withdrawn from Pulling’s books, and material
related to the Metropolitan Police Training School. The bulk of the clippings consist of
obituaries and they are arranged alphabetically by the person’s name. Pulling’s
scrapbooks are arranged chronologically with a small amount of loose scrapbook pages
filed at the end. A large amount of clippings and some correspondence, both incoming
and outgoing, were withdrawn from books previously owned by Pulling. Some notes are
also interspersed throughout. The correspondence is usually addressed to or from the
author of the book from which the letter was pulled. These are arranged alphabetically by
the call number of the book from which the item was withdrawn. One folder of material
related to the Metropolitan Police Training School is located at the end of this series.
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Series I. Scores and Sheet Music, circa 1894-1938 

Unbound scores and sheet music 

A Container 1.1 

B-D Container 1.2 

E-F Container 1.3 

G-L Container 1.4 

M-N Container 1.5 

O-P Container 1.6 

Q-R Container 2.1 

S Container 2.2 

T-Z Container 2.3 

Manuscript sheet music Container 2.4-5 

Bound scores and sheet music 

'Music I, 1914' (1903-1914), 1914 Container 2.6 

'Music II' (1906-1914), circa 1914 Container 2.7 

'Music 1915' (1894-1914), 1915 Container 3.1 

'Songs, 1916' (1911-1916), 1916 Container 3.2 

'Songs, 1917' (1915-1917), 1917 Container 3.3 

'Music, 1918' (1917-1918), 1918 Container 3.4 

'Music - 1919-1920' (1906-1920), 1919-1920 Container 3.5 

'Music, 1921-2' (1894-1922), 1921-1922 Container 3.6 

'Music, 1923-1931' (1922-1931), 1923-1931 Container 4.1 

'Music, 1933-4' (1931-1934), 1933-1934 Container 4.2 

'Music 1936-8' (1932-1937), 1936-1938 Container 4.3 
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'Concert Parties,' undated Container 4.4 

Songbooks 

A-B Container 4.5 

C Container 5.1 

D-F Container 5.2 

G Container 5.3 

H-O Container 5.4 

P-Si Container 5.5 

So-Z Container 6.1 

Copies of songbook covers Container 6.2 

Practice book Container 6.3 

5

Pulling, Christopher  Performing Arts Collection PA-00150



Series II. Programs, 1908-1937 

1908-1911 Container 6.4 

1912-1937 Container 6.5 

Undated Container 6.6 
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Series III. Clippings, Scrapbooks, and Other Papers, 1866-1967 

Clippings, 1866-1944 

A-C Container 6.7 

D Container 6.8 

E-F Container 7.1 

G Container 7.2 

H Container 7.3 

I-J Container 7.4 

K Container 7.5 

L Container 7.6 

M-O Container 7.7 

P-Q Container 7.8 

R-S Container 7.9 

T-V Container 7.10 

W-Z Container 7.11 

Scrapbooks 

1909 December – 1911 January Container 7.12 

1911 January – 1912 January Container 7.13 

1912 February – 1913 March Container 8.1 

1913 March – 1916 September Container 8.2 

1916 September – 1917 September Container 8.3 

1917 December – 1919 December Container 8.4 

1919 December – 1921 July Container 8.5 

1921 August – 1923 March Container 9.1 
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1923 April – 1924 December Container 9.2 

Loose scrapbook pages, 1913-1921 Container 9.3 

Concert party planning material, 1911-1916, undated Container 9.4 

Items withdrawn from books 

Clippings 

A-HV 8138 Container 9.5 

HV 8195-HV 8699 Container 9.6 

J-PN Container 10.1 

PR-Z Container 10.2 

Correspondence, 1931-1967 Container 10.3 

Metropolitan Police Training School, 1929-1958 Container 10.4 
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