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Biographical Sketch

For a short biography of Oscar Wilde (Irish, 1854-1900), see the finding aid for the
Oscar Wilde Collection (MS-04515).

Sources:

Holland, Vyvyan. Oscar Wilde, A Pictorial Biography. New York: Viking Press, 1960.

Holland, Vyvyan. Son of Oscar Wilde. London: R. Hart-Davis, 1954.

Scope and Contents

The majority of items in the collection consists of pencil, ink, and watercolor drawings.
The collection is divided into two sections, Series I. Portraits of Oscar Wilde,
1870s-1890s, and Series II. Other Portraits, 1840s-1870s. Series I. consists of two
portraits of Oscar Wilde, including a study for a seated portrait by James Edward Kelly,
commissioned to promote Wilde's American lecture tour. The drawing was formerly
accompanied by a handwritten manuscript and envelope in Wilde's hand ("and many an
Afghan chief..."), dedicated to Kelly, that can be found in Box 1, Folder 1 of the Oscar
Wilde Collection (MS-04515). Also included in this series is a caricature of Wilde,
which was originally published in Punch magazine, that depicts him as an unlikely
French soldier, a reference to his inevitable conscription into military service should he
take action on his short-lived consideration to renounce his British citizenship for
French. Series II. includes two youthful portraits of Wilde's parents, William Wilde and
Lady Wilde. Most notable in this series is a portrait by Oscar Wilde of a young Florence
Balcombe, before her marriage to author Bram Stoker. An accompanying mat, currently
unlocated, was signed by Wilde and indicated that the drawing was created in August
1876.

Related Material

Works by and correspondence to and from Wilde can be found in the Oscar Wilde
Collection (MS-04515). Photographs of and related to Wilde are located in the Oscar
Wilde Literary File Photography Collection (PH-02635). A caricature of Wilde and his
brother, William Charles Kingsbury ("Willie") Wilde, can be found in the Sir Max
Beerbohm Art Collection (AR-00022).
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Index Terms

People

Stoker, Florence Balcombe, 1858-1937.

Wilde, Lady, 1821-1896.

Wilde, Oscar, 1854-1900.

Wilde, William Robert, 1815-1876.

Subjects

Caricatures--1890-1900.

Portraits--1840-1890.

Document Types

Pen and ink drawings.

Pencil drawings.

Watercolors.
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 Series I. Portraits of Oscar Wilde, 1870s-1890s 

Accession Number: 65.59 Kelly, James Edward, 1855-1933. Oscar Wilde, 1882.
Pencil on paper, 34.3 x 29.2 cm. 

Location
Flat Files 

Accession Number: 65.88 Miles, George Francis, 1852-1891. Oscar Wilde, 8
December 1875. Pencil on paper mounted on board, 9.2 x 8.5 cm (image);
45.5 x 35.4 cm (mat). 

                           

Accession Number: 66.66 Partridge, Bernard, 1861-1945. A Wilde Idea, circa
1890s. Ink on paper matted on board, 23.1 x 12.4 cm (image); 35.3 x 27.6 cm
(mat). 
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 Series II. Other Portraits, 1840s-1870s 

Accession Number: 65.78.2a Mulrenin, Bernard, 1803-1868. Lady Jane Francesca
Elgee Wilde, circa 1850s. Watercolor and pencil on paper, 30.5 x 22.8 cm (irregular)
(image); 51 x 40.7 cm (mat). 

Location
Flat Files 

Accession Number: 65.78.2b Frame for 65.78.2a, 19th or 20th century. Gold paint on
wood, 36 x 28.6 cm. 

Location
Wilde,

O., Box
1 

Accession Number: 65.78.3a Mulrenin, Bernard, 1803-1868. William Wilde, circa
1846. Watercolor and pencil on paper, 30.4 x 22.6 cm (irregular) (image); 43.8 x 39.3
cm (mat). 

Location
Flat Files 

Accession Number: 65.78.3b Frame for 65.78.3a, 19th or 20th century. Gold paint on
wood, 36 x 28.6 cm. 

Location
Wilde,

O., Box
1 

Accession Number: 65.326 Wilde, Oscar, 1854-1900. Florence Balcombe, 1876.
Pencil on paper, 17.8 x 15.6 cm (image); 35.8 x 28.3 cm (mat). 

Location
Flat Files 
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