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Historical Sketch

The Commonwealth Arts Festival was a series of performances and exhibitions in
celebration of the cultural contributions of artists, performers, and writers from the
British Commonwealth nations. Multiple venues in London, Cardiff, Glasgow, and
Liverpool hosted events from September 16 to October 2, 1965. The festival
encompassed performances of music and dance, theatrical productions, exhibits of
artworks and textiles, film screenings, and poetry readings. Approximately 250
individuals from around 20 Commonwealth countries traveled to Great Britain to take
part in the festival. The Royal Albert Hall, Southbank Centre, Royal Academy, Royal
Court Theatre, the Design Centre, and the Commonwealth Institute were among the
many venues for the festival’s events; free lunchtime performances were staged outdoors
in London’s Trafalgar Square.

Sources:

In addition to materials within the collection, the following source was used:

Hunter, Ian. "The Commonwealth Arts Festival." Journal of the Royal Society of the
Arts 113, no. 5108 (July 1965): 605-611. JSTOR.

Scope and Contents

The Commonwealth Arts Festival Records primarily consist of materials from the Verse
and Voice program of poetry readings staged at London’s Royal Court Theatre from
September 20 to October 2, 1965. Scripts, correspondence, notes, and texts of poems
considered for inclusion document the performances, which were presented as two
series, Empire into Commonwealth, from September 20-25 and Commonwealth Poetry
Today, from September 26-October 2. Drafts and proofs of the Verse and Voice
program, publicity materials, correspondence between festival administrators and
participants, and other planning documents reveal the work behind the scenes to
organize and promote the Verse and Voice events. Other materials document the Leeds
Conference on Commonwealth Literature held in September 1964 and Commonwealth
Arts Festival impresario Sir Ian Hunter’s 1964 tour of the Commonwealth countries.
With the exception of a draft program and schedule that lists all Festival events, the
records do not contain documentation of the Festival’s music, dance, and theater
performances or its art and film exhibitions.

The collection is divided in two series: Series I. Leeds Conference on Commonwealth
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The collection is divided in two series: Series I. Leeds Conference on Commonwealth
Literature, 9-12 September 1964 and Series II. Verse and Voice: A Festival of Poetry,
Poems and Ballads of the Commonwealth at the Royal Court Theatre, 1965. Series I
contains schedules, conference papers, notes, and correspondence from 1964’s Leeds
Conference on Commonwealth Literature, the first international conference on
Commonwealth literature. Also in this series are copies of country reports submitted by
Commonwealth Arts Festival impresario Sir Ian Hunter during his 1964 tour of the
Commonwealth countries.

Series II contains the bulk of the collection’s records and is organized in three subseries.
Subseries A. Empire into Commonwealth, 20-25 September 1965 contains scripts, music
manuscripts, correspondence, notes, typescripts of poems, and other materials
documenting six successive nights of poetry performances at the Royal Court Theatre.
Subseries B. Commonwealth Poetry Today, 26 September-2 October 1965 contains
scripts, correspondence, notes, and typescripts of poems for seven nights of
performances, as well as materials related to a screening of British and Australian
television films, Poets in Vision, and a special event, Poets Debating.

Subseries C. Other Verse and Voice Records, 1964-1965 consists of general
correspondence related to the Verse and Voice series and poetry events in Cardiff and
Liverpool, drafts and proofs of the Verse and Voice souvenir program, publicity
materials, contracts, cost estimates, and schedules. In this subseries and others, the
original order of materials is retained; original folder titles are transcribed in the
container list and indicated by single quotes.

All correspondence in the collection is indexed at the end of this finding aid. The
collection contains correspondence and typescripts of poems by a variety of
Commonwealth authors, including African writers I. K. Hoh, Christopher Okigbo,
Lenrie Peters, and Wole Soyinka; Caribbean poets John Figueroa, George Lamming,
Vivian Virtue, and Derek Walcott; and South Asian writers Nissim Ezekiel, Zulfikar
Ghose, and Dom Moraes. Also represented are Australian and New Zealand poets such
as Fleur Adcock, Allen Curnow, Basil Dowling, A. D. Hope, Randolph Stow, and C. K.
Stead, and Canadian authors including Earle Birney and David Wevill. Other
correspondents include BBC Radio producer Douglas Cleverdon, director of the Verse
and Voice poetry productions; Eric Walter White, secretary of the Poetry Book Society
and publisher of the Verse and Voice souvenir program; Anthony Besch, arts
administrator of the festival; festival impresario Sir Ian Hunter; Transcription Centre
director Denis Duerden; and British poets such as John Betjeman, C. Day Lewis, and
Stevie Smith.

Related Material

The British National Archives holds papers related to the Commonwealth Arts Festival
in various collections at the National Archives, Kew and the London Metropolitan
Archives.

The Lilly Library at Indiana University, Bloomington holds a collection of the papers of

4

Commonwealth Arts Festival (1965: London, England)  Manuscript Collection MS-00891



The Lilly Library at Indiana University, Bloomington holds a collection of the papers of
Verse and Voice producer David Cleverdon, including materials related to the
Commonwealth Arts Festival.

The Ransom Center holds additional materials related to the Commonwealth Arts
Festival and festival organizers and participants in several other collections, including
the Transcription Centre Records, Eric Walter White Papers, Zulfikar Ghose Papers,
Christopher Okigbo Papers, Dom Moraes Collection, and John Betjeman Collection.

Index Terms

People

Cleverdon, Douglas.

White, Eric Walter, 1905-1985.

Organizations

Commonwealth Arts Festival (1965: London, England).

Poetry Book Society.

Subjects

African poetry (English).

Art festivals.

Australian poetry.

Canadian poetry.

Caribbean poetry (English).

Commonwealth poetry (English).

Ghanaian poetry (English).

India--Poetry.

Jamaican poetry.

New Zealand poetry.

Nigerian poetry (English).

Poetry reading.

Poets, Australian.

Poets, Canadian.

Poets, Commonwealth.

Poets, Ghanaian.

Poets, New Zealand.
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Poets, Nigerian.

Document Types

Blueprints.

Contracts.

Correspondence.

Galley proofs.

Notes.

Scripts.

Serials (publications).

Sheet music.

Typescripts.
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Series I. Leeds Conference on Commonwealth Literature, 9-12 September, 1964 

Conference schedule, country reports from Sir Ian Hunter’s Commonwealth tour,
short papers delivered at conference, list of attendees [?], program notes, and
correspondence, 1964-1965 

Container
1.1-2 
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Series II. Verse and Voice: A Festival of Poetry, Poems and Ballads of the
Commonwealth at the Royal Court Theatre, 1965 

Subseries A. Empire into Commonwealth, 20-25 September 1965 

From the Island of Britain 

Script. Compiled and produced by Douglas Cleverdon, 1965 Container
1.3 

Correspondence, music manuscripts, list of artists, running order for program,
notes and printed material, 1965 

Container
1.4 

The New World 

Script. Directed by Garry O’Connor, 1965 Container 1.5 

Introductions for program, list of artists, and notes, 1965 Container 1.6 

The Antipodes 

Script. Devised and presented by A. L. Lloyd, and correspondence, 1965 Container
1.7 

Music manuscripts, list of artists, running order for program, and notes, 1965 Container
1.8 

Africa 

Script, Part I. Compiled by Douglas Cleverdon and directed by Garry
O’Connor, 1965 

Container
1.9 

Correspondence, notes, texts of poems for program, and Bibliography and
Biography of Rhodesian Poets, 1965 

Container
1.10 

The Enchantment of the Orient 

Script. Compiled by Francis Watson, produced by Douglas Cleverdon, 1965 Container
2.1 

Correspondence and notes, 1965 Container 2.2 

The Seven Seas script. Compiled and produced by A. L. Lloyd, with
correspondence, and notes, 1965 

Container
2.3 

Subseries B. Commonwealth Poetry Today, 26 September-2 October 1965 

Interchange 
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Script. Introduced by Cecil Day-Lewis and produced by Douglas Cleverdon,
1965 

Container
2.4 

Correspondence, 1965 Container 2.5 

Texts of poems for program, notes, guest list for party, and running order for
program, 1965 

Container
2.6 

Transatlantic 

Script. With list of Canadian and West Indian poets, 1965 Container
2.7 

Canada 

Correspondence, 1965 Container 2.8 

Texts of poems for program, correspondence, running order for program,
notes, and printed material, 1965 

Container
2.9 

West Indies. Correspondence, texts of poems for program, and notes, 1965 Container
3.1 

Four Poets of Britain. Script, correspondence, and notes, 1965 Container
3.2 

Poetry Today in Australia and New Zealand 

List of poets and poetry of Australia and New Zealand, and notes, 1965 Container
3.3 

Australia 

Script. With probable running order and texts of poems considered for
inclusion, 1965 

Container
3.4-5 

Correspondence, 1965 Container 3.6 

Texts of poems for programs, notes, and printed material, 1965 Container
3.7 

New Zealand 

Script, 1965 Container 3.8 

Correspondence, texts of poems, and works, 1965 Container 4.1 

John Betjeman on Kipling and T. E. Brown. Script of T. E. Brown’s poetry, Container
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John Betjeman on Kipling and T. E. Brown. Script of T. E. Brown’s poetry,
assorted poems for Kipling script, correspondence, and notes, 1965 

Container
4.2 

Voices of the Commonwealth. Script with running order, correspondence, and
texts of poems for program, 1965 

Container
4.3 

Poets in Vision [film screening]. Correspondence and notes, 1965 Container
4.4 

Poets Debating. Correspondence, 1965 Container 4.5 

Across the World 

India and the Far East 

Script, 1965 Container 4.6 

Correspondence, 1965 Container 4.7 

Texts of poems for program, notes, and printed material, 1965 Container
4.8 

Africa. Correspondence, texts of poems for program, notes, and New
Statesman 29 January 1965 Commonwealth Literature issue, 1965 

Container
5.1 

Subseries C. Other Verse and Voice Records, 1964-1965 

'Anthony Besch' [Artistic Administrator, Commonwealth Arts Festival]. Meeting
notes and correspondence, 1964-1965 

Container
5.2 

'Artists’ bookings and contracts.' Notes and correspondence, 1965 Container
5.3 

'Bought or borrowed books.' Correspondence and lists, 1965 Container
5.4 

'Commonwealth Arts Festival Cardiff—Bill Harpe, Anthology, Conference.'
Proposal, correspondence, clipping, 1965 

Container
5.5 

'Commissioned poets.' Notes and correspondence, 1964-1965 Container
5.6 

Correspondence 

'Commonwealth Arts Festival Liverpool—John Lowe,' 1965 Container
5.7 

'Correspondence—Garry O’Connor,' 1964 Container 5.8 
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'Correspondence—Poetry Book Society/Eric White,' 1965 Container
5.9 

'Correspondence re décor—Arthur Boyd,' 1965 Container 5.10 

'Correspondence—yellow copies,' 1965 Container 5.11 

'The English Association,' 1965 Container 5.12 

'Folk songs—A. L. Lloyd,' 1965 Container 5.13 

'Miscellaneous correspondence,' 1964-1965 Container 5.14 

'Estimates, schedules, and brochures.' With correspondence, 1965 Container
5.15 

'Invited poets.' Correspondence and lists, 1965 Container 5.16 

'Printing, programs, brochures, and duplicated lists' [includes draft program for
all Commonwealth Arts Festival events]. With correspondence, 1965 

Container
5.17 

'Proofs of brochure.' With correspondence, 1965 Container 5.18 

'Publicity.' Press releases, correspondence, and printed material, 1964-1965 Container
6.1 

'Royal Court Theatre' 

Blueprint of stage, undated Container osf 1 

Schedule, notes, and correspondence, 1965 Container 6.2 

'Souvenir programme' [Copy for Commonwealth Arts Festival Program Book,
not Verse and Voice Souvenir Program]. With correspondence, 1965 

Container
6.3 

'The Transcription Centre.' Printed material and newsletters, 1964-1965 Container
6.4 

Verse and Voice Souvenir Program 

'Copy for printers and proof pages.' With correspondence, 1965 Container
6.5 

'Verse and Voice Souvenir Programme—Correspondence' 

Correspondence, drafts of program schedule, and program specifications,
1965 

Container
6.6 

Program layout designs, 1965 Container osf 2 
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'Verse and Voice Souvenir Programme material' 

Corrected copy of poems, correspondence, notes, author biographies,
program specifications, and introductory essays, 1965 

Container
6.7 

Galley proofs of poems, 1965 Container gf 1 

Labels from discarded envelopes, undated Container 6.8 
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Index of Correspondents

Adcock, Fleur--2.5, 4.1, 5.11, 5.16
Allan, Florence E.--4.1
Atterbury, Rowley, 1920-2011--5.18, 6.6-7
Australia. High Commission (Great Britain)--6.1, 6.6
Bailey Bros. & Swinfen Ltd.--5.6
Baker, Susan (The Barrow Poets)--4.2
Balck-Foote, Natalie--2.8
Bart-Williams, Gaston--2.5, 5.1
Baybars, Taner--2.5
Baxter, James K.--4.1, 4.3, 5.9, 5.11, 6.7
Bealby-Wright, William (The Barrow Poets)--4.2
Bennett, Louise, 1919-2006--3.1
Besch, Anthony--1.10, 2.5, 2.8, 3.1, 4.7, 5.2-3, 5.7-8, 5.10-11, 5.14-17, 6.1
Betjeman, John, 1906-1984--4.2, 4.4
Birney, Earle, 1904-1995--2.5, 2.8-9, 4.5, 5.11, 6.7
Blunden, Edmund, 1896-1974--3.2
Bonar Law Bennett Library--6.7
Boyd, Arthur, 1920-1999--5.11
Braden, Bernard, 1916-1993--2.8
Bragg, Melvyn, 1939- --1.10, 4.4
Brasch, Charles--2.5, 4.1, 5.11
Brent, Peter Ludwig--5.5
Briggs, Anne, 1944- --1.4
British Broadcasting Corporation--4.4, 5.11 (Television Film Studios)
British Museum--1.4
Broke, Sarah (secretary to John Betjeman)--4.2
Burton, Humphrey, 1931- --4.4
Canada. High Commission (Great Britain)--6.1, 6.6
Canada. Department of Trade and Commerce. Canadian Government Exhibition
Commission--6.1
Causley, Charles, 1917-2003--2.5, 5.11
Chopeta, Norman K. [?]--5.1
Clark-Bekederemo, J. P. (John Pepper), 1935- --5.1
Cleverdon, Douglas--1.1, 1.4, 1.7, 1.10, 2.2-3, 2.5, 2.8-9, 3.1-2, 3.6, 4.1-4, 4.7, 5.1-18, 6.1-3,
6.5-7
Collymore, Frank A.--2.5
Commonwealth Institute (Great Britain)--5.4
Curle, J. J.--3.6
Curnow, Allen, 1911-2001--4.1, 5.9, 5.11
Dathorne, O. R., 1934- --5.1, 5.11
Davie, Donald--2.5, 5.16
Davin, Dan, 1913-1990--4.1
Dawe, Bruce, 1930- --3.6, 5.11, 5.16
Day Lewis, C. (Cecil), 1904-1972--2.5, 3.2
Del Strother, Greeve--4.3-4
Dickinson, Patric, 1914-1994--4.3
Dillon’s University Bookshop--5.4
Dobree, Bonamy, 1891-1974--4.2, 5.9
Donald, T. L. (Global Television Services Ltd.)--4.4
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Dowling, Basil Cairns, 1910-2000--2.5, 4.1, 5.11
Duerden, Denis--1.10, 5.1, 5.16
Durrell, Lawrence--5.11
Eckersley, Tim (British Broadcasting Corporation)--1.4
Empson, William, 1906-1984--3.2
English Association--5.12
Ezekiel, Nissim, 1924-2004--2.5, 4.7, 5.11, 5.16
Faulkner, Trader--1.7, 3.6
Fernando, Lloyd--4.7
Figueroa, John J.--2.5, 3.1, 5.11
Finn, Hugh, 1925- --1.10, 2.5
FitzGerald, Robert David, 1902- --3.6, 5.11
Fletcher, Roderick--5.11, 5.14
Fuller, Roy, 1912-1991--2.5, 5.9
Ghose, Zulfikar, 1935- --4.7
Glover, Denis, 1912-1980--5.11
Grant, Douglas--5.18, 6.6
Great Britain. Central Office of Information--6.1 
Grosset, T. D. (Sound-Services Limited)--4.4
Haley, William, Sir--4.2
Harpe, Bill--2.8, 5.1, 5.5-6, 5.11, 5.16, 6.6
Harpe, Wendy--3.1, 4.7, 5.5
Harrison, Keith, 1932- --2.5, 3.6, 5.11
Hawkins, R. S. I. (Arthur Guinness Son & Co. Ltd.)--1.4
Hill, Errol--3.1
Hoh, I. K.--4.3, 5.1, 5.11, 6.7
Hope, A. D. (Alec Derwent), 1907-2000--2.5, 3.6, 5.16
Hughes, Ted, 1930-1998--2.5
Hunter, Ian, Sir--4.7, 5.2
Husain, Adrian A.--4.7
Hutchinson, Sybil--2.8, 5.11
Hutchison, Neil (Australian Broadcasting Commission)--4.4, 5.11
India. High Commission (Great Britain)--5.11, 6.5
Ireland, Kevin, 1933- --3.6, 4.1
James, Alastair--4.4, 5.10
Jeffares, A. Norman (Alexander Norman), 1920-2005--1.1, 2.8, 6.6
Jones, A. M.--5.1, 5.11
Jones, Evan, 1927-2012--2.5
Jones, Evan, 1931- --3.6, 5.11
Judges, William A. ("Bill")--1.7, 3.6, 5.11
Jussawalla, Adil, 1940- --4.7
Keane, Shake--3.1, 5.11
Kemelfield, Graeme--3.6, 5.11
Khan, Irshad Ullah--4.7
Khanna, Balraj--5.10
Kirkup, James, 1918-2009--2.5
Klein, A. M. (Abraham Moses), 1909-1972--2.8
Lamming, George, 1927- --2.5, 3.1, 5.11
Larkin, Philip--4.4
Latimer, Charles (William Heinemann Ltd.)--5.5
Lautré, Maxine (Transcription Centre)--5.1
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Lawrence, John (Times, London)--6.1
Leach, Douglas--1.4, 5.14 [?]
Lehmann, John, 1907-1987--5.9
Levine, Norman, 1923-2005--2.5, 5.11, 6.7
Lewis, Peter (Overseas Newspapers)--6.6
Lilburn, Douglas, 1915-2001--4.1, 5.11
Lloyd, A. L. (Albert Lancaster), 1908-1982 ("Bert")--1.4, 1.7, 2.3, 3.6, 5.13, 6.7
Lowe, John--5.7, 5.11
Mackintosh, L. R. (Poetry Book Society)--4.5, 5.14, 6.6
MacMillan, Keith (Keith Campbell), 1920-1991--2.8
Mannock, Juliet--2.8
Manoukian, Veronica--5.1
Marquand, Richard--5.14
Massey, Reginald--4.7
Mather, Dibbs--1.7
Mathew, Ray, 1929-2002--2.5, 3.6, 5.11
McAuley, James Phillip, 1917-1976--3.6, 5.11
Michell, Keith--1.7, 3.6
Miller, Jonathan, 1934- --4.4, 5.11
Mohyeddin, Zia, 1933- --4.7
Moore, Gerald, 1924- --5.14
Moraes, Dom, 1938-2004--2.5, 4.7, 5.9, 5.11, 6.7
Mphahlele, Es’kia, 1919-2008--5.1
Murray, Les A., 1938-2019--3.6, 5.16
Nettleford, Rex M., 1933-2010--3.1
New Zealand. High Commission (Great Britain)--5.4, 5.11, 5.14, 6.1
Nicol, Abioseh, 1924-1994 ("Davidson S. H. W. Nicol")--5.1, 5.11
Nigeria. High Commission (Great Britain)--6.1
O’Connor, Garry--5.3, 5.8
Okigbo, Christopher, 1932-1967--4.5, 5.1, 5.11, 5.16, 6.7
Orr, Peter--3.1, 4.4
Osborne, Charles, 1927-2017--2.5, 3.6
Parker, Jim, 1934- --1.4
Parkes, Frank Kobina--5.1
Perry, Grace--3.6
Peters, Lenrie, 1932-2009--2.5, 5.1, 6.7
Plomer, William, 1903-1973--1.10
Poetry Book Society--1.4, 4.1, 5.6, 6.6
Porter, Hal--2.5, 3.6, 5.11, 6.7
Porter, Peter--2.5, 3.6, 4.5, 5.11, 5.16
Powell, Tristram--5.14
Prendergast, Gabriel--1.7, 3.6, 5.11
Putt, S. Gorley (Samuel Gorley)--5.12, 6.2
Ramanujan, A. K., 1929-1993--4.7
Read, Herbert, 1893-1968--3.2
Reaney, James--2.8, 5.11
Reeves, John, 1926- --2.8
Reid, Phillipa ("Pippa")--1.10
Roach, Eric--2.5, 2.8, 5.11, 5.16, 6.7
Roberts, Philip, 1938- --2.8
Roche, Paul, 1916-2007--4.7
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Ross, Alan, 1922-2001--2.5
Rutland, Andrea--2.5
Sahitya Akademi--4.7, 6.5
Salkey, Andrew--3.1
Shahid Hosain, 1934- --2.5, 4.7
Shears, Gillian (Dillon’s University Bookshop)--5.11, 6.1
Smith, Stevie, 1902-1971--2.5, 4.4
Smithyman, Kendrick--5.6
Sodeinde, E. N. O.--2.5
Souster, Raymond, 1921-2012--2.8
Soyinka, Wole--5.1
Spencer, John, 1922- --1.1
Squire, William, 1916-1989--1.4
Stannage, Robert--6.1
Stead, C. K. (Christian Karlson), 1932- --2.5, 4.1, 5.11, 5.16, 6.7
Stewart, Douglas, 1913-1985--3.6, 5.11
Stow, Randolph, 1935-2010--3.6, 4.3, 5.11, 5.16, 6.7
Sturgeon-Day, Lee, 1941- (secretary to John Betjeman)--4.2
Tawney, Cyril--1.4
Thomas, R. S. (Ronald Stuart), 1913-2000--4.4
Thomas, Wilfrid, 1904-1991--3.6
Thompson, John, 1907-1968--2.5, 3.6, 4.4, 5.11
Thorp, Jean--5.16
Tiller, Terence, 1916-1987--5.11
Tuwhare, Hone, 1922-2008--4.1, 5.11
Virtue, Vivian, 1911-1998--3.1, 5.11
Wain, John--4.5
Walcott, Derek--3.1, 5.11
Watson, Francis, 1907- --2.2, 5.11
Westerham Press--6.5-7
Wevill, David, 1935- --2.5, 2.8, 5.11, 6.7
Wheldon, Huw, 1916-1986--4.4
White, Eric Walter, 1905-1985--1.4, 2.5, 3.1, 3.6, 4.1, 4.4, 4.7, 5.1-2, 5.5-6, 5.9, 5.12,
5.14-18, 6.6
Wignesan, T., 1933- --4.7
Williams, Stewart--5.5
Willy, Margaret--1.10, 5.12
Wilson, Gerry--2.8
Wilson, Pat, 1926- --4.1
Witheford, Hubert, 1921-2000--3.6, 4.1, 5.11
Wright, Judith, 1915-2000--3.6, 4.4
Wrong, Henry--2.8, 5.16
Wysard, Antony (Excelads Imprint Limited)--6.1, 6.3
Zollo, Jeffrey--6.1
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