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Descriptive Summary

Creator: Johnson, William Weber, 1909-1992 

Title: William Weber Johnson Kelly Blue Papers

Dates: 1924-1960, undated

Extent: 1 document box (.42 linear feet) 

Abstract: The papers of American journalist and historian William Weber
Johnson for his book, Kelly Blue (1960), concern the life of Harold
Osman "Cowboy" Kelly (1884-1955), an Ohio native who became a
notable American primitive or folk painter in Texas. Along with the
typescript for Kelly Blue are Johnson’s research materials, largely
transcriptions of Kelly’s letters and his reminiscences.

Call Number: Manuscript Collection MS-02211

Language: English 

Access: Open for research. Researchers must create an online Research
Account and agree to the Materials Use Policy before using archival
materials. 

Use Policies: Ransom Center collections may contain material with sensitive or
confidential information that is protected under federal or state right
to privacy laws and regulations. Researchers are advised that the
disclosure of certain information pertaining to identifiable living
individuals represented in the collections without the consent of those
individuals may have legal ramifications (e.g., a cause of action
under common law for invasion of privacy may arise if facts
concerning an individual's private life are published that would be
deemed highly offensive to a reasonable person) for which the
Ransom Center and The University of Texas at Austin assume no
responsibility. 

Restrictions on
Use:

Authorization for publication is given on behalf of the University of
Texas as the owner of the collection and is not intended to include or
imply permission of the copyright holder which must be obtained by
the researcher. For more information please see the Ransom Centers'
Open Access and Use Policies. 
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Works: 

Kelly Blue, typescript with corrections and printers’ markings, introduction by Tom
Lea, 221 pages, 1960 

Container
1.1-2 
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Research Materials: 

Dallas Museum of Fine Arts. H. O. Kelly Retrospective Exhibition, catalog, 1960 Container
1.3 

Kelly, Harold Osman, 1884-1955. Letters (transcriptions) to: 

Bywaters, Jerry, 1948-1955 Container 1.4 

Johnson, Elizabeth Ann McMurray, 1949-1955 Container 1.5 

Johnson, William Weber, 1948-1955 Container 1.6 

Kelly family members, 1924-1955; also includes some letters from family
members to Kelly 

Container
1.7 

Lougee, Arthur, 1953-1955 Container 1.8 

Perry, George Session, 1950-1951 Container 1.9 

Shuffler, Henderson, 1951 Container 1.10 

Kelly, Harold Osman, 1884-1955. Reminiscences (transcription from audio tapes),
undated 

Container
1.11 
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