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Scope and Contents

This collection of papers of the British poet and writer Vernon Scannell (1922-2007) was
purchased at auction in October 2008. The papers were formerly held by longtime
admirer and friend Alan Benson who corresponded with Scannell for more than twenty
years. Although Benson is a portrait photographer and painter in Knutsford, Chesire, he
shared a passion for literature with Scannell, who resided in the West Yorkshire town of
Otley. In the course of their exchanges, Scannell expressed frustration with preparing
typescripts of his poems. Benson, who was proficient with his word processor, offered to
type Scannell's drafts and return finished copies to him. Scannell also sent Benson copies
of his handwritten and typescript drafts of numerous book reviews, articles, and his
novel Feminine Endings, as well as photocopies of the published writings in
newspapers and magazines. Several short stories are also included in the correspondence.
Over time, Benson served as "the keeper of the Scannell archives" as Scannell described
him, retaining all the drafts and published material Scannell sent to him. Both
octogenarians suffered physical maladies in their later years, Scannell battling throat
cancer, while Benson struggled with macular degeneration from 1990 onward. Despite
his failing eyesight, Benson continued painting from memory and managed to produce
finished typescripts for Scannell.

Benson's collection of Scannell material contains correspondence, primarily from
Scannell to Benson, with a smaller number of letters from Benson to Scannell; works by
Scannell; and miscellaneous personal and career-related material. The papers are
arranged in three series: I. Correspondence, 1995-2007; II. Works, 1948-2000; and III.
Career-Related and Personal, 1978-2007, undated.

The correspondence series is divided into Subseries A. Vernon Scannell to Alan Benson,
1995-2007, and Subseries B. Alan Benson to Vernon Scannell, 1996-2001. The bulk of
the papers are found in this series. Benson retained the material Scannell sent to him in
the original mailing envelopes. He carefully noted the contents on the outside of the
mailer along with the date the material was received. The correspondence is most
prolific for the years 1996-2000 and begins to diminish in 2001 as Scannell's health
deteriorated. All poetry included in this correspondence is indexed at the end of this
inventory. Benson retained copies of some of his correspondence to Scannell. These
letters are found in Subseries B. Series II. Works contains three subseries: A. Novel and
Poetry Collections; B. Poems; and C. BBC Radio 3, "A Closer Look" transcripts.
Subseries A. includes handwritten notes, drafts, and an uncorrected typescript of
Scannell's novel Feminine Endings published in 2000. Scannell sent draft sections to
Benson over a period of time so that Benson could prepare word-processed typescripts
for Scannell. Benson removed Scannell's drafts from the correspondence and retained the
drafts as a unit. Also found in this series are several published volumes of collected
poems, some with Scannell's handwritten notations. Included are Graves and
Resurrections (1948), An Ilkley Quintet (undated), Mastering the Craft (1970), A Mortal
Pitch (1957), and a bound typescript of poems collected in 1997. Nearly all of Scannell's
published works including novels, his autobiographies, and children's books were
received with these papers and are held in the Ransom Center's book collection. Many of
these books are inscribed to Benson, or are signed by Scannell.
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these books are inscribed to Benson, or are signed by Scannell.

Subseries B. Poems includes poetry published in three literary periodicals and signed
presentation copies of individual poems Benson typed for Scannell. These poems, like
those in the correspondence series, are index at the end of the finding aid.

For several years in the 1980s, Scannell wrote and presented the radio program "A
Closer Look" for BBC Radio 3. Typed transcripts of those programs are found in
Subseries C, arranged alphabetically by the subject of the program, primarily literary
figures such as W. H. Auden, Emily Dickinson, John Keats, Dylan Thomas, William
Wordsworth, and others.

The Career-Related and Personal series includes a newspaper article about Scannell
from 1983 and review of Ring of Truth; Benson's list of Scannell's published works from
1953-2001; notes withdrawn from books sent with this collection for the HRC Library;
obituaries and funeral service program; Benson's photographs of Scannell taken in May
1998 for publicity purposes; and the first issue of Screever (Summer 1978).

Over a dozen audio cassette tapes and CDs of Scannell reading his poetry, as well as
radio programs that aired his works, were included with the papers. There are also taped
conversations with Scannell from 1997 and 1998, and a 1987 Imperial War Museum
recording of Scannell talking about his life and writings. These have been added to the
HRC's Sound Recordings Collection.

The Ransom Center holds additional Scannell materials (Manuscript Collection
MS-03717) described in a separate finding aid. Scannell correspondence is located in the
HRC collections of Nimbus Magazine, Derek Parker, and Anvil Press Poetry.
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Series I. Correspondence, 1995-2007 

Subseries A. Vernon Scannell to Alan Benson, 1995-2007 

1995 Container 1.1 

1996: 

January-April Container 1.2 

May; includes 1966 handwritten notebook with notes for radio programs, book
reviews, and poems 

Container
1.3 

June-December; includes typescript of short story Lady Lazarus and
handwritten draft of Fitzrovia, an unproduced prose piece for radio broadcast 

Container
1.4 

1997: 

January-March Container 1.5 

April-May Container 1.6 

June-August Container 1.7 

September-December Container 1.8 

1998: 

January-March Container 2.1 

April-May Container 2.2 

June-July Container 2.3 

August-September Container 2.4 

October-November Container 2.5 

December Container 2.6 

1999: 

January-March Container 2.7 

April-May Container 2.8 

June-October Container 3.1 
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November-December Container 3.2 

2000: 

January-March Container 3.3 

April-May Container 3.4 

June-August Container 3.5 

September-October; includes typescript of short story Hurt Container
3.6 

November-December Container 3.7 

2001: 

January-May Container 4.1 

June-December Container 4.2 

2002: 

January-April Container 4.3 

May-December Container 4.4 

2003; includes a copy of VS's collected poems Extra Time (2003), inscribed to
Benson (25 September) 

Container
4.5 

2004 Container 4.6 

2005 Container 4.7 

2006 Container 4.8 

2007: 

January-March Container 5.1 

April-July Container 5.2 

Subseries B. Alan Benson to Vernon Scannell, 1996-2001 

1996 Container 5.3 

1997 Container 5.4 

1998-2001 Container 5.5 

6

Benson, Alan  Manuscript Collection MS-05132



7

Benson, Alan  Manuscript Collection MS-05132



Series II. Works, 1948-2000 

Subseries A. Novel and Poetry Collections 

Extra Time (collected poems, 2003) in 25 September 2003 correspondence Container
4.5 

Feminine Endings (novel, 2000): 

Handwritten spiral notebook, with letter to Benson, 3 September 1998 Container
5.6 

Handwritten draft and notes in 1984 daybook Container 5.7 

Uncorrected typescript, undated Container 5.8-10 

Graves and Resurrections (collected poems, 1948), published volume with
Scannell's handwritten notations on contents page 

Container
6.1 

An Ilkley Quintet (collected poems, published for the Ilkley Festival, Yorkshire;
undated) 

Container
6.2 

Mastering the Craft (published collected poems, 1970), with handwritten changes Container
6.3 

A Mortal Pitch (published collected poems, 1957), with handwritten changes Container
6.4 

Poems, 1997 (collected poems, 1997), bound typescript Container 6.5 

Subseries B. Poems 

Published poems in Contemporary Review (August 1962), English (Spring
1969), and South East Arts Review (Autumn 1979) 

Container
6.6 

Signed presentation copies of individual poems, arranged alphabetically by title: 

A - I Container 6.7 

K - O Container 6.8 

P - Y Container 6.9 

Subseries C. BBC Radio 3, A Closer Look, typed transcripts, circa 1981-1983 

A-D, arranged by literary figure/subject: 

Arnold, Matthew Container 6.10 
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Auden, W. H.                       

Blake, William                       

Browning, Robert                       

Death of the Poets                       

Dickinson, Emily                       

Donne, John                       

Douglas, Keith                       

Drayton, Michael                       

H-M: 

Hardy, Thomas Container 6.11 

Herbert, George                       

Hopkins, Gerard Manley                       

Keats, John                       

Marvell, Andrew                       

T-W: 

Tennyson, Lord Alfred Container 7.1 

Thomas, Dylan                      

Thomas, Edward                      

Wordsworth, William                      

Wyatt, Sir Thomas                      
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Series III. Career-Related and Personal, 1978-2007, undated 

Article about Scannell, 11 November 1983; and review of Ring of Truth, undated Container
7.2 

Article by Scannell on the centenary of J. B. Priestley's birth, Yorkshire Post, 13
September 1994 

Container
7.3 

List of Scannell's published works [1953-2001] compiled by Benson and ‘index to
Vernon's poems on third disc' 

Container
7.4 

Notes withdrawn from books added to HRC Library Container 7.5 

Obituaries and funeral service program, 27 November 2007 Container 7.6 

Photographs of Scannell by Benson, May 1998 Container 7.7-8 

Issue of Screever, no. 1, Summer 1978; first issue published at the University of
Keele [contains no Scannell poems] 

Container
7.9 
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Index of Poems

Access to the Children--4.5
Address to Venus--3.6
Afternoon Men--4.5
Al Bowlly on the Costa del Sol--2.2
Altar Boy by Loo-light--4.3
Ambiguities--4.3
Andalusian Afternoon--3.3, 6.7
Another View of Thanatos--6.7
Apple Poem--6.7
At the Grave of Henry Hall--1.5
At the Hotel Metropole--1.5
Aubade--1.6
Aunt Clarice Dancing the Charleston--3.4, 4.5, 6.7
Baptism of Fire--4.1
Barometers of Fashion--1.7
Beauty of Boats--1.7
Before Night Falls--4.3
Behind the Lines--4.3
Behind the Scenes--3.5, 6.7
Les Belles Dames--2.7, 4.1, 6.7
A Bereavement--1.7
The Better Word--4.5
Biker's Haikus--4.5
Billets Aigres--1.2-3, 6.7
A Binyon Opinion--1.7, 6.7
Bird on the Moor, a Lyric--2.4
Black Dog--4.5
Black-out--5.2
Blind Corner--3.4
Bobby or Career Moves--3.4
Book of Days--2.7, 6.7
Boxes and Matches--2.5
Brief Life: An Epitaph--3.7
The Bungalowner--2.5
Burying Moses--2.5, 3.5, 4.5
Bush Vet--4.5
Buttercups in Stormlight--3.5, 6.7
Carpe Diem--4.2
Castrati--2.8, 6.7
Casualty--4.4
The Cat's Tale--2.5, 3.5
Celebration of a Birth--2.5
Changing Roles--1.6-7, 6.7
Child with Toy Sword--2.5
Close Shave--1.5
Code Poem--2.5
Cold Spell--6.7
The Collection--3.5, 6.7
Confiteor--4.2, 6.7
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Content and Discontent--2.7, 6.7
A Couple of Heavyweights--2.5
A Criticism of Life--4.1
The Day that Summer Died--2.5
Dead Stars--2.4
Dear You... --4.5
The Death Beast--2.4
Death of a Snowman--1.7, 4.5
Desirable Residence--4.2, 4.5
Destinations--1.7, 2.4
Dick Weaver's Victory--3.4
Dies Faustus--2.7
Discovering Nowhere--4.8
Doctors--1.6
A Dream of Bells--2.5
A Dream of Books--2.5
Dream Words--3.4
Dreamtime--3.5
Drink Problem--2.4
Dusk Jockey--3.5
Dying Like Flies--4.1
The Emperor's Daughter--6.7
The Emporium--2.5-6
End of a Libertine--2.3
End of a Season--2.3
Enemy of Flowers--3.5
Epistolary Marriage Counsel--3.5
Epithalamion--4.5
Escapologist--1.5
An Extempory Effusion on the Appointment of the New Poet Laureate--2.8
Extra Time--4.2
Famous Guest--2.4
A Few Words to the Not-So-Old--5.2
The Final Run--4.1, 6.7
The First Evening--3.6, 6.7
First Fine Day--6.6
For One Who Died in the Conjugal Bed or Not a Bad Way to Go--3.5
Four Roys--1.7
Gentling the Rough--1.7
Getting There--4.2
The Ghosts of Love--2.6, 6.7
God and Thomas Hamilton--4.3, 6.7
Going Home--3.6, 6.7
Good at English--1.6
The Good Citizen--1.5
Good Eggs--1.7
Good for Nothing--1.8, 2.2
Good Grief--1.7. 2.2
Good in Bed--1.8, 2.2, 6.7
Good Loser--1.8, 2.2, 6.7
Good Time--1.8, 6.7
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Grandpa Bain--3.7
Granny Bain--3.4
Gray's Allergy or More Words Overheard in the Students' Bar--3.7, 6.7
Great Soldier, Retired--3.5
Growing Pain--1.3, 6.7
Gunpowder Plot--1.4
Half-sister--2.5
Handgun--2.5, 4.5
Hearing Aid--1.5
Hiker's Haikus--4.5
The Horrible Food Game--1.7
In a Cold Climate--4.2
In Disguise--3.2-3, 6.7
In Middle Age--2.4
In Regent's Park--1.7
In the Chair--1.6, 2.8
Indian Summer--3.1, 6.7
It Should Be Easier--2.8
Jason's Trial--2.5
Jelly-lover--4.5
The Journey: A Dialogue--1.8
The K. O. Culture--1.5
Keepers--2.5, 6.8
Key to the Code Poem--2.5
A Kind of Glory--3.6, 4.4, 6.8
A Kind of Poem--4.8, 6.8
Kite Flight--2.5
Knight on the Bare Mountie--3.5
Knockout--4.1
The Lamb--4.2
Last Bus--4.3
Last Post--5.2
Last Song--5.1
Last Word--4.4
Learning--6.6
Legal Tender--2.8
A Lesson for Atheists--4.5
The Lice Hunters--3.6, 6.8
Life Styles--2.5
Like Flies--2.8
A Little Language Lesson--4.1
The Long Corridor--3.3
The Long Honeymoon--1.6-7
Losing Weight--1.8
Lost Properties--1.5, 6.8
Love and Courage--3.5, 6.8
Love in Any City--6.6
Love in the Afternoon--3.4
Love Lasting--1.5
Love Rhymes--5.2
Making Love--5.2
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Mastering the Craft--6.8
Meeting in Manchester--1.5
The Mersey Sound--4.2
Millennial Sonnet--June 6th 1999--3.1, 6.8
Miss Emily--3.1
Missing Persons--4.5
Missing Things--5.2
Mock Attack--2.5
A Modern Pastoral--4.2
Moods of Rain--6.8
Morning Meeting--2.5
Morning Shift--2.8, 6.8
Mr Kartaphilos--3.7, 6.8
My Dog--2.5, 4.5
Naughty Nursery Rhymes--4.5
Neasden--4.8
The Need--5.1
Negative Reflections on Aquinas--1.5, 6.8
Nettles--6.8
Never Worn--2.3, 6.8
A New Pair of Shoes--3.5
Night Cat--2.5, 3.5
Night on the Oncology Ward--2.7-8, 6.8
Night Out--4.5
Night Visitor--1.6
Nightsong--6.6
November 11th 1997--1.8, 6.8
Nowhere--4.8
A Numinous Event--1.5, 3.5, 4.1
Old--5.1
Old Boy--2.4
Old Man in Autumn--4.5
Old Wounds--3.5, 6.8
On the Melton Mowbray Train--4.5
On the Oncology Ward--2.8
On the Run--1.6
On This May Morning--6.8
One Man's Music--5.2
One More Last Poem--5.2
Ophelia--3.6, 6.8
An Ordinary Morning--3.6
Overheard in the Students' Bar--1.5-6
Owl Faces--4.5
The Patriotic Musicologist Speaks--3.5
Peerless Jim Driscoll--6.9
Pep-talk from the Chair--4.1
A Place to Live--2.3, 6.9
Planning the Occasion--3.6, 4.1, 4.5, 6.9
Poem for Jane--1.4
The Poet Speaks--5.2
Poet Tree--1.6
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Poetic Encounters--1.7
Premature Ejaculations--2.2
Prodrome--4.2
A Prophecy Fulfilled--2.5
A Quaint Disorder, This--6.6
Questioning the Master--3.1
Questions about Paradise--3.7
Raggedy Doll--4.5-6, 6.9
A la Rechereche des Mots Perdus--4.1
Red Admiral--2.5
Redolences--3.6, 6.9
Relativity--5.1
Remembering the Dead at Wadi Akarit--3.2, 6.9
Re-reading Sassoon--4.8, 5.1
Robbie--4.2
Robbie Wrong-Way-Round--2.5
Rope Dance--3.3
Rosen, Thou Art Thick--4.5
Rough Boys--1.7
Safe House--5.1
Seaside Story--2.5
Second Thought--4.2
Seldom--1.7
A Serious Bitch--4.2
Sestina of Sunday Music--1.8, 6.9
Shadow on the Snow--1.5
Sheltered Life--1.6
Short Cut--4.1
Silence--2.4
Simplicities--1.5
The Sleeper in the Valley--3.6, 6.9
The Sleepers--5.2
A Small Epicedium--4.4
Small Expectations--1.6, 6.9
A Small Hunger--2.5
A Small Riddle--4.8
Snippets--2.5
Snow Joke--4.2
Some Times--2.2, 4.1
Something Different--4.8
Something in the City--3.5
Song of the One--1.6, 6.9
Sources of Sauce--1.7
The Spell--1.5
Splitting the Word--3.7
Stanley's Dream--2.3
Still Life--5.1
Storm Poem--3.4
The Story So Far…1.5, 3.5
Stunt Diver--1.5
Sunday in June--2.5
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Sunt Lacrimae Rerum--1.6, 6.9
Sweet Mystery--1.5
The Third Presence--6.6
Thomas Lovell Beddoes--2.2
Too Late--3.5, 6.9
Too Late Again--4.8
Uncle George's Dog--3.5
Unreliable Assumptions--1.7, 4.1
Unspoken Love--6.9
Unwritten Poem--5.1
The Veteran's Advice--3.7
View from an Electric Chair--2.4
Views and Distances--2.5, 6.9
Walking Wounded--6.9
War Words--5.1
Waste-paper Words--2.5
Watering the Flowers--4.5
West Grinstead Park House--6.6
White--2.5
A Winter Dream--3.6, 6.9
The Winter Man--2.3
A Word--5.2
Word Games--1.8
Wordly Wise--4.3
A Wordsworth Revision or a Bitta Filf--4.2
The Year of the Crab--3.4, 6.9
A Yorkshire Christmas Eve--5.2
Yorkshire Dandy--1.6
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